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In an attempt to improve reading skills, raise academic standards, and encourage critical and 

creative thinking, as well as effective communication, all students at A. C. Flora High School are 

required to complete summer reading assignments.  The College Prep. assignment is outlined on 

pages 1 and 2, while the Honors, AP, and IB assignments are outlined on page 3. 

COLLEGE PREP. STUDENTS 
 

 Read a book by one of the young adult authors listed on the next page. Please note that credit will 

not be awarded for books previously taught. 

 Complete the journaling assignment that is outlined below and on the next page (this assignment is 

mandatory and will earn you a daily grade of 100 upon arriving to class in August).  

 Your reading will also be assessed on in-class assessments during the first two weeks of school, 

which will ask you to identify and analyze various literary elements about the book. The teachers at 

each level will decide the format of the assessments (e.g. all English 1 CP students will take the same 

assessment, etc.).  These assessments will be counted in the minor assessment category.   

COLLEGE PREP. SUMMER READING JOURNAL INSTRUCTIONS 

As a part of your summer reading assignment, you must keep an insightful reader’s journal that will offer you 

the opportunity to practice the skills that you have developed in your English courses up to this point. In this 

journal, you must record your reactions to the reading based on the journal prompts listed below.  

(Your summer reading assignment will earn you a daily grade of 100 upon arriving to class in August.) 

1. Why do you think the author chose the title s/he did? Analyze its deeper meaning. If it is an obvious title, 

rename it something more symbolic and explain your rationale. 

2. What is the setting (time and place) of your book? Explain why the author chose this particular setting. 

3. From whose point of view is the story told? Which other voices could tell the story? Be sure to explain how 

the story would be different from this other, new perspective. 

4. What is the main conflict that the characters must overcome? How was this conflict resolved? Was this a 

satisfactory conclusion? Explain. 

5. Do you think the characters and their conflicts are believable/realistic? Why or why not? 

6. Comment on the author’s style and use of language. Is it effective or ineffective? Does it add to or detract 

from your enjoyment of the book? 

7. Choose a character from the novel, and discuss how the character matures or changes over course of the 

novel. What lessons do they learn? Include details from the text to support your response. 

8. Choose a significant passage (between one sentence and one paragraph) that reveals the book’s theme, or 

central message. Record the passage and page number, and explain how it relates to the theme. 

9. When did you get stuck while reading? What was confusing you about your book? What strategies did you 

use to overcome these challenges? 

10. Were you satisfied with the ending of the book?  Why or why not? If you were the author, would you have 

ended the story in a different way? How? Why?  
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COLLEGE PREP. SUMMER READING JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS 
 Your ten journal entries must reflect your reading of the entire work, not just a portion of it.  

 Each entry should be at least one well-developed paragraph long (5-7 sentences). 

 Your journal entries should reflect your original work. 

 Responses may be typed or legibly written. 

 Do not summarize your selected work. Summaries will not be accepted for credit. 

 Avoid using study aids such as Spark Notes, E-Notes, or Schmoop.   

List of Authors for College Prep. Students 
 

Parents and guardians, please review the selections with your child and keep in mind that these are merely 

recommendations. If necessary, please feel free to select an appropriate book outside this list.  Also, we welcome 

recommendations from your local librarians. 

Outstanding Fiction Fantasy and/or Sci Fi Nonfiction Sports Fiction 
 Sherman Alexie 

 Julia Alvarez 

 Laurie Halse Anderson 

 Jay Asher 

 B. A. Binns 

 Coe Booth 

 Libba Bray 

 Meg Cabot 

 Nikki Carter 

 Sandra Cisneros 

 Linda Crew 

 Tanita Davis 

 Sarah Dessen 

 Anthony Doerr 

 Sharon Draper 

 Junot Diaz 

 Buchi Emecheta 

 Sharon Flake 

 John Green 

 Nikki Grimes 

 Gordon Korman 

 Lois Lowry 

 Patricia McCormick 

 Toni Morrison 

 Walter Dean Myers 

 Lauren Oliver 

 Jason Reynolds 

 Neal Shusterman 

 Alan Lawrence Sitomer 

 Angie Thomas 

 Paul Volponi 

 Jacqueline Woodson 

 Nicola Yoon 

 Joe Abercrombie 

 M. T. Anderson 

 Libba Bray 

 Terry Brooks 

 Rachel Caine 

 Cassandra Clare 

 Ally Condie 

 Christopher Dasher 

 Claire Dunkle 

 Becca Fitzpatrick 

 John Flanagan 

 Neil Gaiman 

 Michael Grant 

 N. K. Jemisin 

 Lauren Kate 

 George R. R. Martin 

 Courtney Allison Moulton 

 Garth Nix 

 Lauren Oliver 

 Christopher Paolini 

 Philip Pullman 

 Kathy Reichs 

 Rick Riordan 

 Veronica Roth 

 Patrick Rothfuss 

 Neal Shusterman 

 Maggie Stiefvater 

 Scott Westerfield 

 Ibtisam Barakat 

 Bill Bryson 

 Susan Cain 

 Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 Malcolm Gladwell 

 Tony Horowitz 

 Erik Larson 

 Markus Lutrell 

 Linda Sue Park 

 Nathaniel Philbrick 

 David Quammen 

 Carl Dueker 

 Geoff Herbach  

 Gordon Korman 

 Mike Lupica  

 Kathy Mackel 

 Alan Lawrence Sitomer 

 Paul Volponi 

Mystery 

 Rachel Caine 

 Tana French 

 E. Lockhart Verse 

 Kwame Alexander 

 Ellen Hopkins 

 Patricia McCormick 

 Lisa Ann Sandell 

Historical Fiction 

 John Boyne 

 Suzannah Dunn 

 Philippa Gregory 

 Ruta Sepetys 

 Allan Wolf 

 Markus Zusak 

Graphic Novels 

 Vera Brosgol 

 Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 Cory Doctorow 

 Marjane Satrapi 

 Gene Luen Yang 
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HONORS, AP, AND IB STUDENTS 
 

 Read the book or books that are listed under your respective courses below.  Please make sure you 
consult the correct list for your level of English. Parents, please review the selections with your 
child.  If you object to a selection for any reason, please contact flora.summer.reading@gmail.com. 

 Complete the journaling assignment that is outlined below (this assignment is mandatory and will 
earn you a daily grade of 100 upon arriving to class in August).  

 Also, your reading of the following books will be assessed with in-class essays during the first two 
weeks of school. The teachers at each level will decide the topics of those essays (e.g. all English 1 
Honors students will take the same assessment, etc.).  Summer reading assessments will be counted 
in the minor assessment category.   
 

COURSE ASSIGNED BOOK(S) 

ENGLISH I HONORS The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak 

ENGLISH II HONORS Into Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer 

ENGLISH III HONORS Never Let Me Go, by Kazuo Ishiguro 

ENGLISH IV HONORS The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & 
COMPOSITION 

 On Writing, by Stephen King 

 Thank You for Arguing, by Jay Heinrichs  

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & 
COMPOSITION 

 The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien   

 How to Read Literature Like a Professor, by Thomas Foster* 
*This text is readily available in full online if you Google the title and “PDF.” 

IB ENGLISH LITERATURE HL-1 
(11TH GRADE) 

Please refer to the assignment you have already received.  
(Questions?  Email marthaann.baggett@richlandone.org or virginia.tate@richlandone.org) 

IB ENGLISH LITERATURE HL-2 
(12TH GRADE) 

Please refer to the assignment you have already received.  
(Questions?  Email eleni.davis@richlandone.org or virginia.tate@richlandone.org) 

 

SUMMER READING JOURNAL INSTRUCTIONS 

As a part of your summer reading assignment, you must keep an insightful reader’s journal. In this 

journal, you must record your reactions to the reading and delve into some literary analysis (i.e. 

focus on characterization, symbolism, etc.). In other words, this assignment will offer you the 

opportunity to practice the skills that you have developed in your English courses up to this point. 

 You must have a total of ten journal entries that reflect your reading of the entire work, not just a 

portion of it.  

 Each entry should be at least one well-developed paragraph long. 

 Your journal entries should reflect your original work, as well as your thinking about the plot and the 

larger issues (conflicts, themes) raised by the book. 

 Responses may be typed or legibly written. 

 Do not summarize your selected work. Summaries will not be accepted for credit. 

 Avoid using study aids such as Spark Notes, E-Notes, or Schmoop.   
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